
BY WW F. & THO'S. RITCHIE, JR. RICHMOND, VA., FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 5, 1848 VOLUME XLV..NUMBER I.

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS^
GENERAL SCOTT'S LETJ4ER. ,iQ

Mexico, February 24, 1848.
Sir : On the 13th I received your lW0J®"e.

of the 13tn ultimo, and immediately issued the

Lneral order No. 59, (a copy enclosed,) de¬

volving the command of the army, in Mexico,
unoti Major General Butler. .

'
As the officers detailed for the court of inqui¬

re before which 1 am ord- red to appear as a

crimiual, are not known to hate arrived in the

country, I avail myself of a moment's leisure to

.rcallsomeof the neglects, disappointments, in-

lurie*. aud rebukes which have been inflicte

upon me by the War Department, since my do-

partuie from Washington, November 523, 1Mb.

To me, the business of recrimination, how-

*ver provoked, has ever been painful. In this

>uuimary 1 t>hall therefore indulge in no wan-

tonness of language, but confine myself to naked
historical facts.leaving conclusions to men ol

sense and candor. ..., , !
In ihe hurry ot preparation tor Mcxico, (only

lour days were allowed me ai Washington, when
twenty might have b«en most advantageously
iuiployed in the great bureaux.ihose ot Hie

chief engineers, chiet ot ordnance, chief quarter¬
master and chiet commissary of subsistence) I

handed to you a written request, that 1 ol 3 ot our

accomplished captains, therein named nngh- be

appointed assistant adjutant general, wi

rack ol major, lor duty with me in the field; and
there teas a vacancy a- the time tor one My re¬

quest has never been attended to. and thus l ha e

had no officer ot the Adjivant Generals Depart.
rm-nt with me in ih" campaign. Can another
instauce be cited ot denying to a general-in-ch e

in ihe field, ai the head ol a large army- or even

a small one.the -elec.ion ot his chief ol his
staff.that is, the chief in the debarment ol orders

tS'lSUj-'''. ¦
--neral cour,-martial might be appointed on the
oari of the President, 1 >r the trial ot two officers
(named by me) tor conduct each had committed,
that endangered, in a high degree, the success ot

the impending campaign; and I specially referred
;o the anomalous and fatal aci ot Congress,(May
i9, lS3v>.> which prohibi ed me, as the "accuser

or'prosecutor," lroin ordering the court for the
.;i,il ot the cases. My application has never

been noticed This neglect alone ought early to

hive admonished me that 1 had no hope of sup¬
port at Washington, in any attempt 1 might make
(against certain officers) to maintain necessary
discipline in ihe arinv I was about lo lead into
the field. 1 leu Washington highly iht'ered with
thi confidence and kindness the President had
j'jbi shown me, in many long personal interviews
us military matters. For more than 2 months my
eioressions ot gratitude were daily and fervent,
nor were they less emphatic towards the head ol
the War Department Proceeding with zeal and
confidence in myirn*>t h.izirdous duties, I learn¬
ed, January *27, at the ram San Jago, that an

attempt was on toot to create a lieutenant gene¬
ral to take command iu the field over me. Shock¬
ed and distressed, 1 ai'oxed of no relaxation in
my efforts to serve my country, resolved that for
the short time 1 was likely to remain in commis¬
sion to be.

.'True as the dial to the sun,
Although it be not tinned upon."

A yet greater outrage soon followed: failing
to obtain an act for the citizen lieutenant gene¬
ral, a bill was pressed upon Congress to author*
ire the placing a junior major geueral just ap¬
pointed (the same individual) in command over
all the old major generals then in front of the
enemy! ^ j

I will not here trust myself to add a soldier's
comment upon those attempts; but 1 may thauk
God that He did not allow them, nor subsequent
injuries, to break down entirely the spirit and
abilities (such as they are) with which He had
endowed me.

Foreseeing, at Washington, that from the great
demands of commcrce at the moment, it would
be difficult, if not impossible, to take up, per
h»ps at any price, a sufficient number of ves¬

sels at New Orleans and Mobile to transport
the regiments of my expedition from the Kio
Grande frontier to Vera Cruz, 1 endeavored to

impress upon the War Department the necessi¬
ty of sending out, from the Northern and East¬
ern ports a certain number of large ships in
ballast, in order that the expedition might not be
delayed, and in view of "the fixed fact''.the
return of the vomito at Vera Cruz in the Spring
of the year.a delay of a few weeks was likely
to prove a total defeat.

In a paper transmitted to me, headed "Memo¬
randum for ihe Quartermaster General." marked
"War Department, December 15, 1846" and
signed by theSacretary, which I received Janua¬
ry 8. it is said:

'

"Independently of this number of transports
for troops and ordnance stores, [tiom the north,]
there will b» rtquired, say, tive snips for the trans-

ponation of the [surf] boats now being prepared,
l*sides which ten vessels must be taken up and
sent out in ballast, [for troops,] unless stores can

he put on bjard, to make up the number (40) re¬

quire! by the commanding general."
The date ot thi* memorandum is December

15, more than three weeks alter ray requisition
anddeparturetrom Washington. Of not one of
the ' ten vessels" in ballast, or with stores, (leav¬
ing room for troops,) haw I heard, up to this day.
Relying upon them, confidently, the embarcation
was delayed, in whole or in part, at ihe Brazos
and Tampico, from the 15th of January to the
? b of March; leaving, it was leared, not half the
tune needed tor ihe reduction of Vera Cruz and
its cattle belore the return ot the yellow fever..
But ha!! the surt-boats came at all; and of the
siege train and ordnance stores, only about one-
halt had arrived wru-n the Mexican flags were

replaced by those ot the United States on those
formidable places. We succeeded, at last, in
reaching the point of attack, in the mi Jst of f righ'-
ful northers, hv m->an«, in great part, ot trading
craft, small and hazardous, picked up accidental¬
ly at the Brazes and Tampico; and when the
army got ashore, i:s science and valor had to sup¬
ply all deficiencies iu heavy guns, mortars, and
ordnance stores.
The first letter that I received from the depart¬

ment, alter entering the captured city, contained
an elaborate rebuke, (dated February 22,) tor
having ordered Col. Hainey, 2d dragoons, to re¬
main in the command of the cavalry with Major
General Taylor, so as to leave Major Sumner, ol
the same regiment, the senior of that arm in my
expedition. There was no great difference in the
number of cavalry companies with the two ar¬

mies. This rebuke was written with a compla¬
cency that argaed the highest professional expe¬
rience in such matters, and could not have been
more confi lent in its tone, if dictated to the green¬
est general ot the recent appointment. Vet,
without the power ot selecting commanders of
particular corps, no genetal-in-ehief would ven¬
tage to take upon himself ihe conduct ol a criti¬
cal campaign Such selections were always made
bv the Father ol his country, and the principal
generals under him. So in the campaign of 1814,1 myselt sent away, against iheir wishes, three
senior fieid-otficers it as many regiments, who
were infirm, unins rucied, and inefficient, in lavor
of three juniors, and with ihe subsequent appro¬bation of Major Gen. Brown, on his joining me
and the head ol the Wai Department. Both were'
well acquainted with the customs ol war, in like
cases, at home and abroad; and without that en
ergy on my part, it is highly probable ihat no
American citizen would ever have cited the bat¬
tles of the Niagara without a sigh for his coun¬
try. 1 am happy, however, thai before a word had
been received from the department, and, indeed,
before it could have ha) anv knowledge of the
ques'ion, I had decided to take with me the frank
and gallant colonel, and hope soon to learu that
he and very many other i fficers have been rewar¬ded with brevets for their highly distinguishedservices in ihe campaign that followed.

It was in reference to the same rebuke, that, in
a icoowledgiQg your communication. I said, lroinVera Cruz, April 5th:
"I might very well controvert the militaryprinciples so confidently laid down by the depart¬ment, (in ihe leucr of the 22nd of February).but believing ihat the practice ol ihe U. State*

arinv in the two wars with Great Britain wouldhave no weight j« the parti u/ar ense, I waive fur
ttier reply.haying, at the moment, no leisurefcnd no inclination for controversy."Alluding to ih» heavy disappointment in re¬
spect to transports siege trains, and ordnance
. ores, then already experience,!, | wro,e l0 (hrOpMiment, from Lobos, Feb. 28.

Perhaps noexpedition wasever ti!ijccoont«ably delayed.by no want 0i foresight arran-e-
m?nt, or energy on my part, as I dare 8!^?-
an under circumstances the most cthical to this?¦fire army; for everybody relied upon knewIr"tn the first, as well as 1 knew, it would be !a-.al io us io a tempt military operations, on this
coast, gfer, probably, the first week in April; andhere we are at ihe end of February I Neverihe-less this army is in heart; and crippled as 1 aui inthe means required and promised, I shall go for-
*«id, and expect to take Vera Croz »nd in can-

in ti(ne 10 escape, by pursuing the enemy, the
pewilence of the coast."

Ihe city and caa.le were captuted March

29:b, and with about one-fourth of the necessary
means for a road train, (no fault of mioe,) the
retreat, in pursuit of the enemy, was vigorously
commenced April 8th. The battle of Cerro Gor¬
do soon followed, and we occupied Jalapa and
Perote, where we were obliged to wail lor sup¬
plies from Vera Cruz. Id those positions, I was
made to wriihe under another disappointment.

In my lour memorials to the department, on the
further prosecution of the war aeainst Mexico,
wiitten at Washington .and, dated, respectively,
October 27, November 12, iG and 21 .fit was

only intimated to me in the nishi of November
18, that 1 m'ght prepare myself lor the fielHJ.
papers in which I demonstrated that Vera Cruz
was the true base of operations, and that the ene¬

my's capital could not probably be reached
the Rio Grande; I estimated that, attcr taking that
great seaport, "about 20,000 meo,"or "an armyol
" more than 20,000 men may be needed : 1. To
" beat in the field and in passes, anyaccumulated
" force in the way; 2. To garrison many irnpur-
" tant points in the rear, to secore a free commu-
" nication with Vera Cruz; 3. To make distant
" detachments, in order togather in, without long
''halts, necessary subsistence."
And that force, I supposed, including volun¬

teers, and aided by land and money bounties,
might be raised in time, by adding ten or twelve
netc regiments of regulars, and filling up the
ranks rf the old

.
.

A bill was introduced for raising ten addi- |
tional regular regiments; and I certainly do not1
mean to charge the department with the whole
delay, in passing the bill through Congress. But
it irai passed February 11, 1H47; and under it,
by early in April, some few thousand men had
been already raised and organized. My distress
may be conceived, by any soldier, on learning,
at Ja'apa, April 27, that the whole of that force
had been sent, under Brigadier General CaJ-
walader, to the Rio Grande frontier!

In my letter to the department, written the
day after, 1 said 1 had expected that.

"Detachmeuts of the new regiments would,
as you had promised roe, begin to arrive in this
month, and continue fo follow perhaps into
Juoe." "How many (volunteers) will re-engage,
under the act approved March 3, (only received
two days ago,) I know not; probably but few.
Hence the greater my disappointment caused by
sending the new troops to the Rio Grande; for,
besides their keeping the road in our present
rear open for many weeks by marches in suc¬

cessive detachments, I had intended, as 1 advan¬
ced, to leave strong garrisons in this place, (Ja¬
lapa,) in Perote, aud Puebla, aod to keep at the
head of the movement a force equal to any pro¬
bable opposition. It may now depend on the
number of the old volunteers, who may re-en¬

gage, and the number of new t'oops that may
arrive from the Brazos in time, as also in some

degree upon the advance of Major General
Taylor, whether I shall find this army in strength
to leave the garrisons, and to occupy the capi¬
tal."

I may add, that only about fifty individuals ol
the old volunteers re-engapeJ under the provi¬
sions of the act of March 3; that the remainder
were discharged May 4; that Maj. Gen. Taylor
made no movement in advance of Saltillo; and
that the new regulars, including Cadwalader's
brigade, onlv began to com*? up with me at Pu-
ebla in July, but not in sufficient numbers till Au-
gust 6. The next day the army commenced its
advance upon the Capital, with a lir.le more
than 10,000 erfeciive men.

It is not extravagant to say that, if Brigadier
General Cadwalader's lorces had not been divert¬
ed from me to the Rio Grande, where he was

made io lose, without any benefit to Alajor Gen.
Taylor, much precious time, I might easily have
taken this city in the mon'.h of June, and at one-
filth of the lots sustained in August and Sep'.eui-
ber. The enemy availed hinv>e!f ol my forced
delay at Puebla io collect, to treble, to organize
and discipline his forces, as also to erect nume¬
rous and powerlul defences wiih batteries. Near¬
ly all those extraordinary preparations f,.rour re¬

ception were made alter the middle of June.
And it is known that the news ol the victory of
Buena Vista reached Washington in time to
countermand Cadwalader's orders for the Rio
Grande, before his departure from New Orleans.
Two rifle companies, with him, received the
countermand there, and joined me early.

I know that I had the mislortune to give of-
(etice to the department, by expressing mystl! to

the ssme effect lrom Jalapa, May G. In a report
of that date, I said:

.'The subject of that order (No. lo5, oil rolun-
leers) has given me long and deep solicitude..
To part wiihso large and so lespectable a portion
of this army, in the middle ol a hostile country
which, though broken in its power, is aot yet dis¬
posed !o sue lor peace.to provide lor the return
home ot seven regiments lrom this inferior posi¬
tion, at a time when I nod it quite difficult to pro-
vic-' transportation aud supplies for the opera ing
lorces which remain.and all this wi'hout any
prospect of succor or reinforcements in, perhaps,
the uext seven months- beynd some 300 army
reciui'.s.present novel ics r.itejly unknown to

anv invading army before. Wiih the addition ol
ten or twelve thousand new levies in April or

May.asked lor, and until very recent y expect¬
ed.or even with the addition ol two or three
thousand new troops, destined lor this army, but
suddenly, by the orders of the War Department,
diverted to the Rio Grande lrontier, I might, not-

withstanding the unavoidable discharge ol the old
volunteers.seven regiments and two indepen¬
dent companies.advance with confidence upon
ibe enemy's capital. I shall, nevertheless, ad¬
vance; but whether beyond Puebla, will depend
on iniervening information and reflection. The
"enera! panic given to the enemy at Cerro Gor¬
do still remaining, I think it probable that we

shall go to Mexico, or, if the enemy recover from
tha1, we must renew the consternation by an¬

other blow."
.

Thus, like Cortez, finding myself isolated and
abandoned, and again, like hnn, always afraid
that the next ship or messenger might recall or

tarher cripple me.I resolved no longer to de¬
pend on Veia Cruz or home, but to render my
little army "a self-sustaining mac\int,'.*s 1 in¬
formed every body, including the head of the War
Department.and advanced to Puebla.

Ii was in relerence to the foregoing serious
causes ol complaint, and others, to be found in
my reports at lart:e.particularly in respect to

money tor the disbursing staff officers, clothing,
and Mr Tri»t, commissioner.that 1 concluded
my report fiotn Puebla, June 4, in these word*:

' Considering the many cruel disappointments
and mort.ficaiions 1 have been made to leel since
1 left Washington, and the total want of support
or sympathy on ihe part ofthe War Department,
which 1 have so l<>n< experienced, 1 beg 'o be re-

cal el l>om this aimy ihe moment it may be sale
for any person to embark at Vera Cruz.which,
I suppose, will be early in November. Probably
all field operations will l>e ovei long belore that
time."
But my next report [July 25J from Puebla has,

no doubt, in the tnd, been deemed more unpar¬
donable by the department. In that paper, alter

speakinz of tbc "happy change in my relations,
boih official and private, with Mr. Trbt," I con.

linued:
"Since aboutthe 26ih ultimo (June] our inter-

course has been frequent and cordial, and I have
lound him I Mr. T.J able, discreet, courteous, and
amiable. At home it so chanced that we had
but the slightest possible acquaintance with each
other. Hence more or less of reciprocal preju¬
dice; and of the existence of his feelings towards
me, I knew (by private letters)before we met, that
at least a part ul the cabinet had a lull lntima-

tion. Still, the pronounced misunderstanding be¬
tween Mr. Trist and myself could not have oc¬

curred but for other circumstances: 1. tits be¬
ing obliged to send lorward your letter of April
14, instead of delivering it in person, wiih ihe

explanatory papers whieh he desired lo commu¬

nicate; 2. His bad health in May and June,
which I am happy to say has now become good;
and 3. The extreme mistification into wmcb
your letter, and particularly an interlineation, un¬
avoidably threw me. So far as I am concerned,
I am perfectly willing that all 1 have heretofore
wrii'en to the department about Mr. Trist should
be suppressed. I make ihis declaration as due to

my present esteem tor ihat gmtleman; but a>k
no favor, or desire none, at the hanJa of ihe de¬
partment. Justice to myself, however tardy, I
shall take care to have done. . . ..
I do not acknowledge the justice of either of
jour rebuke* con'ained in the letter of May 31,
(in relation to Mr. TrM and the prisoners at
Cerro Gordo;) and that 1 do not here triumphant¬
ly vindicate myself, is not from the want of
will, means, or ability, but lime. The first Irtter
(dated February 22) received from you, at Vera
Cruz, contained a censure, and 1 am now re¬

buked for the unavoidable.nay, wise, if it had
not been unavoidable.release, on parole, of the
piisoners taken at Cerro Gordo.even before
one word of commendation from government
has reached this army on account of its gallant
cerduct in the capture of those prisoners. (No
tucn commendation has yet been received Feb-
ruary, lb48.).So, in regular progreision, 1
may, should the same army gallantly bear mo

1 into the city ofMexico, in the next six or seven
' weeks.which ii probable, if we are not arreit*

ed by a peace or a truce.look to be dismissed
from the scrvice of my country! You will per¬
ceive that I am aware (as 1 hare long been) of
the dangers which hang over me at home; but
I, too, am a citizen of the United States, and
well know the obligations imposed under all
circumstances by an enlightened patriotism. In
respect to money, I beg again to report that the
chief commissary (Captain Grayson) of this
army has not received a dollar from the Slates
since we landed at Vera Cruz, March U..
He now owes more than 5200,000, and is

obliged to purchase on credit, at great disad¬
vantages. The chief quartermaster (Captain
Irwin) has received perhaps $GO,000, and
labors UD.ler like incumbrances. Both have
j-o'd draughts to small amounts, and borrowed
largely ot the pay department, which has re¬
ceived abi»ut hall of the money estimated lor..
Consequently, the troops have some four months'
pay due thera. Our poverty, or the nrglect ol <he
disbursing departments at home, has been made
known, to our sham**, in the papers ol the capi¬
tal here, through a letter from Lieut. Col. Hunt,
that was found on the person of the special mes¬
senger (rom Washington. The army is also
suffering greatly from the want of necessary
clothing.including blankets and greatcoats..
The new troops, (those who have last arrived,)
as destitute as the others, were first told that they
would lind abundant supplies ai New Orleans;
next at Vera Cruz, and finally here; whereas,
we now have, perhaps, a thousand hands mak¬
ing shoes and (out ol bad materials, and at high
rates,) pantaloons. These articles, about 3 000
pairs «.( each, are absolutely neccssary to cover
the nakedness of the troops. February '28, otT
Lobos, I wrote to Brigadier General Brooke to
direct the quaitcrmaster at New Orleans to send
to me large supplies of clothing. March 16.1?3,
General Brooke replied that the quartermaster at
New Orleans had 'neither clothing nor ihues;'
and that be was 'tearful that, unless they have
been sent out to you direct, you will be much dis¬
appointed.' Some small quantity of clothing,
perhaps one-firth ol our wants, came to V< ra
Cruz from some quarter, and followed us to Jala-
pa and this place."

I must here specially remark, that this report,
No. 30, though forwarded the night ot its date,
(July *25,) seems to have miscarried. Perceiving,
about November *27, that it was not arknnwlcdg-!
ed by the department, I catwd a duplicate to be
made, signed it, and sent it oil bv the same con-

veyance with my despatch No. 36, and tbe charges
against Brevet Major General Worth, Major
General Pillow, and Brevet Lieut. Col. Duncan,
together with the appeal asainst me ol the for¬
mer. All these are acknowledged by ihe depart¬
ment in the same letter (Jan. 13) that rrcalls me.

It was that budget of papers that caused the blow
of power, so Ions; suspended, to tall on a devoted
head. The three arrested itiicers, and he who had
endeavored to entorce a ncccssaiy discipline a-

gainst them, are all to be placed together before the
same court;.the innocent with the guilty, the ac¬
cuser and the accused, the judge and his prisoners,
are dealt wiih alike. Most impartial justice!.
But there is a discrimination with a vengeance!
While the parties are on trial.if the appealer is
to be tried at all, which seems doubtful.two are
restored to their corps.one of thera with his bre¬
vet rank.and lam deprived ol my command!
There can be but one step more in the same di¬
rection:.throw the rules and articles of war in¬
to the fire, and leave all ranks in the army free to

engage in denunciations and a general scramble
for precedent, authority, and executive favors.
The pri>nnnciamrnl<>, on tbe part of my factious
jurors, is most triumphant.
My recall.under the circumstances, a severe

punishment Ac,'ore trial.but to be followed by a

trial here, that may run into the anttimn.and on

matters 1 am but partially permitted to know by
the department and my accusers.is vciy inge¬
niously placedon two grounds: 1 My own te-

quest, meaning that ot Jum- 4, (quoted above,
and there was no other before the 'epartment.)
which had been previously (July 121 a knowl
edged and rcbukir.gly declined. *2. The arrest ot
Brevet Major General Worth, lor >iri:ing to the
department "under the pretext and form ol an ap¬
peal," an open letter, to be sent through me, in
which I was grossly and falsely accused of "ma¬
lice" and "conduct unbecoming an officer and
gentleman, in the matter < f the general order N".
34P, on the subject of puffing letters lor the news¬

papers at home.
On that second p'int, the letter trom the depart¬

ment of January 13 i*> in ce than ingenious, ii is
elaborate, subtle, and profound- a pM.f<-«sional
cis>er:ation, with the rare merit of teaching prin¬
ciples until now wholly unkown to military codes
and treatises, and of course to a'l mere soldiers,
however great their experience in the field.

I have not in this plaee time todo more than hint
at the fatal consequences of 'he novel doctrine in

question. Accordiugto the departmcrt, any tac¬
tions junior may, at his pleasure, in rh- midst ol
the enemy.using "the pretext and form ol an ap¬
peal" against his commandsr, insult and ou'rs-ge
him to the grossest extent.though he be the go-
neral-in-chief, and charged with the conduct of
the most critical operation*; and that comman¬
der may not arrest the incipient mu inecr, uri.il
he shall have first laid down his own authority,
and submitted hims'lf to a trial, or wait at least
until a distant period of leisure tor a judicial ex¬
amination ol the appeall And this is precisely
the case under consideration. The department,
in its eagerness to condemn me. could nut lake
time to learn of the experienced, that the general-
in-chiel who once submits loan outrage Iroin hi>
junior, must lay his account to suffer the like
from all the vicious un ;er him.at least dowu to
a rank that may be supposed without influence,
in high quarters, kr/on t the airay. But this would
not be the whole mischief to the puplic service .
liven the great mass ol the spirited, intelligent
and well aflVced am^ng his brothers in arms,
would soon reduce such commander to utter im¬
becility, by holding him in just scorn and con¬

tempt for his recreancy to himself and cotin'ry..
And arc disciplint and tfi.icncv of no Vulue in I'm
firUT

But it was not my icquest < ( June -1, nor report
No. 30, [ol July 25J so largely quoted from above;
nor yet the appeal ot one prohun- iutio that has at

length brought down upon me this visitation, so

clearly predicted. That appeal, no doubt, had its
merits.considering it came irom an erratic
brother.a deserter from the other extreme.who
having just made his peace with the trve fa'lh,
was bound to signalize apostacy by acceptable
denunciations of one lor whom, up'to Vera Cruz,
he had professed, [and not without cause ] the
highest obligations. [It was there he learned from
me thai I was doomed at Washington, and
straight way the apostate began to seek, through
a quarrel, the means of turning that knowledge to

his own benefit.] No. There was [recently]
still another element associated in the work.kept
as far as practicable out o! the letter of recall.an
irfluer.ee proceeding from the other arrested ge¬
neral.who is quite willing that it should gene-
rally be understood [and who shall gainsay bis
significant acquiescence?.J that all rewards and
punishmen s, in this army, were, Irom the first,
lo follow his recommendations. This, the nv-re

powerful of the jironnnciivlos against No. 349,
well knew at the time, as I soon knew, ihat he
was justly obnoxious, not only tothe animadver¬
sions of tha' order, but to other censures of yet a
much graver character.

In respect to this general, the letter of recall ob-
serves, parenthicaily, bu: with an acumen wor¬

thy of more than a "hasty" notice, thai some of
my specifications ol his misconduct are hardly
consistent with "vour [my] otficial reports and
communications."

Seemingly, this is a most just rebuke. Btu.
waiting for the trials, I will here bri(fly state,
that, unfortunately, I followed that General's
own reports, written and oral; that my confi-
dence, lent him, in advance, had been but very
slightly shaken, as early as tbe first week in Oc¬
tober; ihat, up to ihat time, Irom our entrance in¬
to this city, I had been at the desk, shut out Irom
personal intercourse with my brother cfficers, and
ihat it was not till thai coi finement that lacts,
conduct and motives began to pour in upon me.

A word as to the £>:h article of war. 1 can

truly say that, in this and other communications,
I have n<>t designed the slightest disrespect to the
command£r-in chicf of the army an 1 navy of the
United States. No doubt he. lmr myselt and all
otheis, may fall into mistakes as toputicular
men; and I cannot, having myselt been behind
thecuitain, admit the legal fiction that *i.l acts

of a Secretary are the ac's of the President Yet,
io my defensive statements. I have offered no

wanton discourtesy to the head of the War He
partm- nt, abhough thai functionary is not in the
enumeration ot the above-mentioned article.

CI- sing rny correspondence with the depart¬
ment, until after the approaching trial, I have the
honor to remain, respectfully,

Vour most obedient servant,
WIN FIELD SCOTT.

The Hon. SECtiETiRV rr War,
Washington, D. C.

I Mr. .Varey'f rtply u commrnctd on Second Part.]

The Patria, of Turin, says: ."An offensive
and defensive league against Austria has be»n
concluded between Charles Albert, the Pope, the

King o| Naples and the Grand Duke of Tusca¬
ny, It will shortly be published."

THE ENQUIRER.
RICHMOND, Va.

Thursday .Morniu?, May 4, !*|H7
"

A SORT OF DILEMMA.
The Editors of the Whig seem to have sprung

from their beds at an early hour on Tuesday
morniiig, to enjoy the perusal of Old Zac's let¬
ter in the Republican; for yesterday's "leader,"
of "unreasonable length," was struck oil" at a

heat, before the arrival of the Allison lett'r
which reached us by the Southern mail about
half pa>t 10, A. M. The Whig's comments on

the Baldwin or Gallaher letter open with the
ominous remark, that "letter-writing has been
the death of more than one Presidential aspi¬
rant, if not occasionally of a nominee for that
office." It then proceeds to show why such are

the fdtal results of letter-writing, and argues
that Mr. Polk, "an adroit politician," (the
Whig p ess have generally ridiculed him as an

"imbecile'".a noboiy !) by writing one single
letter, the famous "Kane letter, the model (.fan
electioneering epistle," succeedcd in utterly
"confouuding those who in>ist[e i] on "putting
him to the ijucstion'' by the u«e of phrases." It
is far different, argues the Whig, with ihe "in-

genuous, unsophisticated, unambitious'' General
Taylor, and the "open, frank and fearless" Mr.

Clay, (the Whig docs not say that lie is "uuam-

bitiou;!") who, "if they answer nt all, as they
are very apt to do, will reply in catejorical and

explicit terms." Hence, says the Whig, the
defeat of Mr. Clay, who "answered all ques-
tions, whether from friend or foe, careless of all

consequ"nccs, and only desirous tiat his views
on all questions of public policy might be under- |
stood."' And hence, we presume, the expected de-
feat of Gen. Taylor, who, the W'tig informs us,
"has written too many letters." It is true, a-.

'

that paper says, from General Ta*lor's position,
"he had necessarily very little it say;" but the
"misrepresentations of his opioiois" compelled,
him to "come out'* in his letter tj Mr. Kaldwin
or Mr. Gallaher. Hut, st'll, if t1,? \\ hig means

any thing at al!, it clearly means that General

Taylor, who "has written too nany letters,''
has subj-cted himself to the cae^orv of the
"open, frank and fearless'1 but un'ortunate Mr.
Clay, and that, like his great proto.ype in letter-
writing, he, too, must, for his multifarious epis-
ties, reap the bitter fruits of "defeat."' And
here we would remark, that the Whig in dila-
ting upon Mr. Clay's fatal carrttus srrihendi
does great injustice to Messrs. Pole and Kucha-
nans "electioneering," and gives vastly too

much credit to Mr. Clay's "openno-s an.l frank¬
ness ' Mr. Polk wrote one single Itter, which
was read from one end of the Union to the
other, and ihe views of which hav: been fully
realized and carried out, since his elevation to
the Presidency. [And. s'range to sty, the only
sentence in the Kane letter upoi which anv

doubt has been expressed, is almo,t identical,
word for w^rd, with a sentrn e in one of
Mr. Clay's Georgia anti TarifT letter*!]-
Mr. Clay, on the other hand, write a duiii-

ber of letters, suited to the Nothern and
Southern latitudes respectively. 0 his many
letters on Texa«, some were quoed at the
North d-. cideily asainst annexitioTi. and
others cited at the South, to prove that his
election alone would secure the admission
of Texas. "Good Cassius'' tells u* that Mr. Clay
onjthe Native American question wore two faces.
Oo ihe Tarirt, too, Mr. Clay's Hers 1,, Garcia
and his letter to Pennsylvania uere of an an a-

gonistic aspcct. And on thi- que^;i 11 the vVhisr
does great wrorg to Mr. Buchanan. That ren-
i.eman did not, as has been fully p: 've', C'T.'T. i
that Mr. Polk was a beter Tariff man than Yir
Clay, but that he was as good a PariiT man ; ;n 1

his groun is were, that Mr. Clay, in his Georgia
letter, had advocated the Compromise Act, as

had done Mr. Polk. When Mr. Buchanan m'.de
his speerh, Mr. Clay's letter to Pennsylvania,
openly in lavorol "protection," had not appea.jd.
It was from his (iorgin letter that Mr. Buchin-
an drew his parallel. When the larer letteMo

Pennsylvania appeared, the whole aspcct ol he
affair was changed. So much for Mr. City'*
.'openness and frankness" in writing various el-

teis to suit various places, I« ii strange tha he
wa* so utterly prostrated in HID
But to re;urn Irom a digression, which we cold

not avoid, to the W his's comments npon the B.Id-
win or Gallaher letter. It is evident that he
letter goes much farther than the Whig expict-
ed or desired: "The denial by General Ta\or
of ihe authenticity of the conversations asri-
bed to him by certain Mississippi letter-writirs,
(says the Whig,) places him precisely where he
stood befure those letters were published.'.
Hut, though the denial proves that he nr-er
in latitudinous construction, in contending tiat

expressed any such opinions, the Whig induces
it also follows thath<- does not entertain them.
The Whig goes on to say, that it has "not -he
shadow o! a doubt that he (Gen. T.) is in all es¬

sential points "a Wbig in principle,'' and, enter¬

taining this undoubting conviction, we are pre¬
pared to support him cordially and zealously,if
he be tub .soMiNKE of the Whig PM<rr."
Thus far all goes smooth'y; but, on looking

more closely into'he letter, the Whig sees d.s

tinclly that Old Zac has flaunted the banner of
revolt in the facc of the Whig party.- that, in
defiance of all Conventions, he means to be a

candidate at all hazards, and that he will not

quit the field, or "surrender" his independent
position, (or Mr. Clay or any body else! The

W'hig has too often lashed the "folly and mad¬
ness'1 of those v ho woul! set up for themselves,
independent of Whig organization, now to

submit to any such proposition .and it gives
to Old Zac and his "independent" friends
a plain talk, which we copy in full..
Its argument is unanswerable. It tells the pecu¬
liar nolut vtiius Taylorites, ihat the game they
would play is "rather too strong".etren lor "ihe
veteran political gamblers ol th» National Con¬
vention".that ihe members of ihat body will
n?ver subir.it to the game "lleads I wio, Tails
you loie,'' by which they must lose ail an i gain
nothing.in a word, that as long as old Zac
stands on his present independent position, he is

in imminent danger ol defeat both in the nomina¬
tion and election. But it is unnecessary for us

to make any comment on the Whig's argument.
It cannot be strengthened, as all who read the fol¬

lowing will admit. The "independency"of Gen
Taylor means utter "disorganization" of the

Whig party and openly defies their National
Convention:

"In one word, we have not the shadow of a

doubt that he is in all essential points "a Whig
cpun principle;" and, entertaining this undoubt-
ing conviction, we are prepared to support him

cordially and zealously, if nr. be the nominee of

the Wnta party. We regret, therefore.and it

is the only thing we much regret to see in the

foregoing letter.that Gen. Taylor, while expres¬
sing a willingness to receive, unsier any circum¬
stances, ihe nomination ot the Whig National
Convention, should have deemed it necessary to

say, in so many words, that, should he /ail 10 do

so, he wiil, so lar as it depends upon himself, re-

main a candidate Such a declaration is caieu-
lated to deprive him c«I that nomination, it there
were otherwise a certainty ol bis getting it.
"Htads I irin, Tails you lose," i« rather too strong
a game, in politics, as in les* important mat-1
lers. The very basis up n which Conventions
are organized is a spirit of compromise,
the members, as well as those who are williot-

to receive the vote ot such bodies, consenting, for

ihe sake ol" a common triumph, to submit to tne

chances of an individual sacritice. If this rale
is !o be violated.it one of the individuals will¬
ing to receive its vote, may say "if you nominate
me, I will accept the nomination, but if you do
not, I will he a candidate in opposition to your
nominee," it is manifest that Conventions aie
themselves solemn l'arce", or even worse. It can
j-carcely be expected that some '.wo hundred and
fifty gentlemen will consent to meet in Philadel¬
phia, in June next, from the most remote parts ot
ttic Union,at great inconvenience and expense to
many if not all of them, simply l»'r the purpose
of nominating a gentleman who is already in
the field, "NOLENS VOLENS," ar.d intends
so to remain, whether a majority of them shall
think it advisable or unadvisable. For one, we
confess we do not like this pari ol Gen. Taylor's
lettei; and, foreseeing that it will constitute an
insuperable objection with some, who would be
otherwise in favor ol General Taylor's nomina¬
tion, we regret that he has been induced to as¬
sume an attitude so embarrassing to all ol his
friends, except the handfull who expect 10 SUP"
port him as an "independent" candidate, and
which may have the effect of defeating his own
nomination and election. That ihe General does
not fa re to be elected, one may readily infer from
the language of his letter, but, it he be thus indil-
fetent to his own success, he ought to l>*ehome
anxiety for the triumph of sound principles and
wholesome measures; and we do not very clearly
comprehend, therefore, why he has determined
so pertinaciously to cling to his position as a can-
dJlnte lor an office that he does not want, m op-
position t>» both the Whiu anil IVmoeratie num.

inees, if bv doing so he shall weaken and de-
feat the former, and render the election of the
latter inevitab'e"
Soon aft;r the above positive declarations of

the Whie were penned, the Allison letter came
into the hands ol the Whig Editor, and, in a P.
S., he eagerly clutches at a single expression, as

affording some little hope of safety. lie says:
"We are more pleased with it than we have

been with any previous exposition of hi-. views.
Indeed, as an tnunciation of geiural principles,
it mee.s utir unqualified approbation;and had we
received it betore our comments had been pre¬
pared on his letter to the Edi'ors ot the Republi¬
can, we should have diemtd them unnecessary.
But, as they are written, we let ihem remain.
We understand clearly now, that although Ge¬
neral Taylor will not withdraw his own nain.' in
the event of the nomination ot another indi¬
vidual by the Philadelphia G invention, yet his
friends are at liberty to do s whenever tue\

may iJeem i! fxpciliout; and ihst ihey un-

questionably ai!vi-e his withdrawal in the «*veni

of 'he nomination of any other Whig, cannot
be doubted. The peculiarity of the circumstan¬
ces under whi^h the General was brought lor-
ward as a candidate, authorizes, and almost com¬
pels him to lake this ground; and, for one, we
are satisfied with i'; as, indeed, wc are with the
admitable sentiments.and especially those rela¬
tive to Executive power anu influence.embo¬
died in his letter."
Why were the Whig's comments "annecc»sa-

ry' 1 Does the old soldier's sccond letter ''surren¬
der" the independent ground of th".first! Does it
indicate that he will leave the field and submit to

the Convention1? On the contrary, does it not, as

the Republican trolv says, confirm that position!
I; is the merest quibble, then, in the Whig to pro¬
fess to be "satisfied," wi'h it* former very strong

expressions in the same article staring the reader

in the lace. But last evening's Republican cuts

away even this last plank ol the Whig.
The Republican's editors certainly ou-ht to

know what the Old Hero means. As his corres¬

pondents. they arc his best commentators.and
what do finj sajl They say that they "wish to

be cleatly un.!er»tooi, tor we would nut desiiea
vo'e, nor seek to retain one for Gen. Taylor upon
grounds which are not sanctioned by his real
views and position." They, therefore, argue
conclusively, that Gen. Taylor's portion, as em¬

phatically announced in the letter to themselves,
j8 "entirely confirmed in the letter to Captain Ali¬
son".that they wrote to him expressly "in te.

sard to his independent position," lor they "wi-h-
el no concealment".and that his letter, as pub-
lished, shows hi« "true ga und in every respect.»
Tr.ey continue as follows:
"Gen Tavl' r, then, docs not d sire to withdraw,

ht who will b< the Candida's. <>( the Whig Cowen-
lie cannot withdraw, because he is aiready

the candidate of the people, made so with ml re¬

ference to Conventions, by men of all parties..
His declaration upon this point, in his letter to the
Republican, harmonizes with those ot every' let¬
ter he has written, and is confirmed, instead of
being modified, by the following manly avowal
in his letter to Capt. Alison:

1 i4I have consented to ihe use of my name as a

candidate lor the Presidency. I have frankly
avowed my own distrust of my fitness for that

station; but, having, at the solicitation ot many
,t my countrymen, taken my position as a can¬

didate, I do not feel at liberty to surrender that po-
si.ion. until my friends manifest a wish hat I
should retire from if. I will then most gladly do

9011')'other words, Gen. Taylor, is in the hands of
hi, "countrymen," and, being a candidate by
tneir act, not his own, he will cease to be such
when it is their desire that he should retire. And
who are the -'countrymen-' to wbn-rti he re'"s

Whv undoubedly the people.Whigs, Na> ires

an 1 Democrats.who, through their variou>Con-~7m"U and prcs^, have «1I«J
h i» lor them to say whether he snail w";u,.r**»
!.r thnn, who have never appealed to a .National
Convention, and many of whom are not. hi lac ,

Whigs at all, say whether he shall retire.t
the dictation ot a caucus. It mav be as well un-

,'erstood now a* ever, that the people have placed
Gen. Znchaty Taylor in the field; thai he cannot

windrow, and will nit BE withdrawn. «

make this declaration, 1 ccausc it is the truth and
u-e wish no man to support him on any mistakensupposition. We shall be sorry if it. effect is to

drive any of cur old Whig friends from his ban¬ker but we c,ns >le ourselves with the lull assur¬

ance that those Whigs who will refuse to suppou
him are tho-e who would never, in anv , *1 »

have given him a support w irih having; and tL

their places will be more than supplied by inJe

pen lent and patriotic millions of the American
People." ,. ,

Nothing can be stronger than this languaBe.
Indeed the plain words of Gen. Taylor's two e.-

ie:s can mean nothing else, howevcrthe tg
may torture thc.n by quibbles. The old sol. ie

has taken hissiand- his"triends" have talken their
stand-and "Ac will not be withdrawn, whe her

Ue.,y Clay or any «h« Whig te b>
the Convention. Here, it strikes us, the road

in the Whig ranks must "make a for -

We shall see whether "independency or

. Whig organization" will "surrender - whe¬

ther the "handful" or the other fac'ion villgiv
wav As the day for the Convention approach-
es 'we Will have some "rich" Jevrlopemenw.

Hereafter we shall have a word to say as to

the exposition of Gen. Taylor's "principles in

the Alison letter.

GE\ SCOTT AND MR. MARCY.
Wc publish to-day Gen. Scott's most extraordi¬

nary and unprovoked letter, which wantonly as¬

sail* the Administration as guilty ol the bases,

crimes and misdemeanors. As the Union says,
. j like a H I °f indictment, showing on its face

thai it was entirely uncalled for and baseless in

its charges- Tne defence of Mr. Marcy we stall

pub ish as rapidly as possible. I: i« one of the

most powerful papers we have ever read and, as

a Whi" friend cbscrve.1 yesterday, port ons of u

are worthy ot "Junius." The answer is conclusive,

overwhelming,and ihe accuser is utterly refuted t v

his own evidence. This remarkable letter of Mr.

Matey will elevate him to a high eminence in Pub
lie opinion. Even the most thorough Whigs admit,
the power of the paper and the perfect vindication

ot the War Department from the unjust and

sweeping assault. A highly intelligent member
Ul that party has said that Mr. Marcy has not

le" General Scott "one inch of gn und to stanu

upon, nor a loop to hang doubt upnn." But our

readers wili judge for themselves.
For Gen. Scott, as a skilful and accomplished

«tlicer and soldier, we have great respect. He
has many noble qualities as a man-but upon
ihe present occasion, to cur deep regret, his evil

-cuius has led him to assume an attitude of at-

ra( k Iri,un which the Secretary of War could no.

tad In drive him by the weapon 01

surrendering all self-respect
tv and fidelity to doty as a public otiicer, c.

1 with high responsibility.

The steamship Massachusetts has arrived at

New Orleans from Vera Cruz, bul with no later
news. This is the vessel which was, it was said,
to convey Gen. Scott to N. York. We presume,
therefore, that not the North but New Orleans is
his destination. She brought over several officers,
with 143 sick soldiers.also the retrains c i Lieut.
Perrin Watson, 14th Infantry; Lieut. M. L. Shac-
kleford, 21 Artillery; Lieut. Calvin Benjamin,
4th Artillery, and Mr.T.T. Tucker, of East Ten¬
nessee.
The people ot Texas are improving their ri-

vers and opening their roads. A steamer now

runs regularly between Galveston and i'ort La¬
vaca, in connexion with the line ot steam ships
to N. Orleans.a great convenience to Western
Texas.
The anniversary of the battle ol San Jacinto

.the 21st of April.was celebrated "with all the
honors" in Galvestcn.

In the House, on Monday, on Mr. McKay's
motion, the hour for opening the stssiun was fix¬
ed at 11. A. M.
The several appropriation bills were made the

special order for Wednesday (to day) and every
day thereafter, except Fridays and Saturdays, un¬

til disposed of.
TI.c Ma!»m:iras Fiag of the 8 h Apni iias

following painlul news from Monterey to the 29ih
ult. We trust that there may be some mistake
as to the alleged murders :

The news of the ratification of the Treaty by
the U. States Senate reached Gen. Wool on the
morning of the 29:h, atid, it is sai.l, produced
quite a stir in camp. It was rumored in Mon¬
terey, though not much credit was given to
the story, that several American merchants had
been recently murdered near the Mazipil.
The Monterey Gazette learns from its agent

in Saltillo, thai three men of the Virginia reji-
ment had been imrdcrcd at Parras a lew days
a no. The murderers were arrested, and it was
supposed woul-.t be hung.

Appropriate honors were paid by the garrison
at Monterev, on ihe 23d ult., to the memory of
John U. Adams

ELECTION.
We yesterday received but few returns.and

nothing to swell or diminish the nett gains, (11,)
which stand as we pnbli-hed ihein ye>terday..
We have letter* confitning the news of the suc¬

cess of Arnett, Dem., in Marion, and Taczey,
Dem., in Mononzaiia, (although in each cl'these
two counties tkrcc Democrats ran against one

Whig!) and ot Bassell, Dem., in Harrison..
Brooke, and Tyler & Wetzel, it will be seen, have
stood firm and true. To-day's mails will bring
decisive accounts from Little Tennessee and the
Greenbrier region.

PRESTON.
Kingwood, Pbestox, April 29, 1548.

To tie Editors ot ihx Enquirer.
Below 1 send you the vote given in this coun¬

ty lor members ol the Legislature.viz : Iwr Col.
Buckner Fairfax, Democrat, 413; tor.M.ij. Win.
B. Zinn, Whig. 133; which leaves Fairfax 8
majority. Old Preston is still riyht, ihuttgh by
a tight 'fi'. Next Fall we will be able to do a

little better lor the Democratic cause.

ROCKBRIDGE.
Lexington, April 29, 1SIt.

Gentlemen: Returns for election ot dele¬
gates to the House of Delegates have been re¬

ceived in full. Jame» G. l'axton, Democrat,
has received 38C voles; J. B. Dorman, Whig.
318; Wm. Weaver, W., 284; Wm M. Gold, W .,

196; A. M. Glasgow 35; II. B. Joues 103;
about T.')0 votes polled.

Paxton and Dorman clccte!. One Demo¬
cratic gain. Yours, ic., ROCKBRIDGE.

KING GEORGE.
In Kin" George the vote stood: Carter, De

mocrat, 94; Wallace, Whig, 130. Wallace's
majority 36.

STAFFORD.
Suttle, W. Moncure, D.

Court Houjc 4.>*.'

KaImonth 104
Tackett's Mill 54^Tolson's Mill 21-4

oj4 293
224

Majority for Moncure tj'J
SPOTSYLVANIA.

Eustacc Conway, Democrat, re-elected by
about 90 majority.

PRINCE W'lLF IAM.[official ]
Harrison, D. Jasper, D. French, W .

Brcntsville 41
Haymarket 109 '-jIndependence Hill 38 18

_

Dumfries 1<> -.>7.!
Occoquan -10

Total 217 14C132
TAYLOR..Burden [W.J re-elected.
HARRISON, &c..A letter states (hat Bcnj.

Bassell, jr., Dem has swept the counties (.( Har¬
rison and Djddridge.beating Foulkes, Whig.

BROOKE, &c.
To the Editors of the Enquirer:

Wheeiino, Va., April 30th, 184^.
Gentlemen: 1 wrote you yesterday that "De¬

mocratic Marshall" was again redeemed..
Brooke and Hancock have al-o done their duty,
and elected DeCamps, Dem, hv l9o majority..
Wktzkll and Tyler, too. stood up to the work

maniully, and elected Col. Buyers, Dem., by up-
j wards of 100 majority. So you will see ait's

rignt in this quaiter, and that Clayism and Tay-
iorism are "no go" here. Our mountain coun-

j ties are as firm as ever in the faith. bu', unfortu¬
nately, we have too many aspirants. I think',

j however, all will be well. If your section of the

State does as well as the North west, then Whig
scry and the "No Party" partv. are completely

j ousted. Yours.

j To the Editors of ths. Enquirer.
THE TRIUMPH IN CULPEPER.

We think thi: we can claim a place in the

i Enquirer to interchange congratulations wi:hthe
Democracy of the Sia'e upon the result of our

election. Last spring John S. Barbour, Jr.. wa«

j elected cn the tullest vote that had ever been polled
in Culpeper and over a competitor ol great popu-
lariiy. Still it was spread abroad that he «a = a

sort of permissive delegate, succeeding by the dis-
sensions ol theopposite party. Tnis spring everv

appliar.ee has been used to pocurc a thorough
rally of the Culpeper Whies. At March Court a

senileman whj had taken no active r-^rt in the

j former contests was nominated as the Wnigcan-
didate. Upon this gentleman all cou'd unite and
young Barbour was to be crushed by a blow in
which the strength ot the united party was to be
lelt. But he did not bler.ch at tbe imposing ar¬

ray. His friends supported him with an enthusi¬
asm of which ar.y man might be proud. His ac-

live and skiltul canvass ja«tified tbe confidence
j of nis friends. The result is truly a«tonishin?..
I The vote po'ied is fifty larser than that of last
sprins and by !ar tne largest ever thrown since
the division of ths county. This indicates the

j extraordinary exertions upon both sides. Ba>
hour's vote was 416, Major's 377; giving Ba -

botir 39 majority in what was one* called the
Whiff county ol Culpeper! We have no doubt
that Mr. Barbour'f vote this spring is larger than

any man, of either party, ever received iu this

county. Old Cclppper.

DEMOCRATIC MEETING in RICHMOND.
A: a Democratic meeting held at the City HaU

on Tuesday nghf, May 2d, on motion. Caleb
Jones was called to the Chair, and Wiiliam F. I
Ritchie appointed Secretary.
On motion ofR G.Scott, it was
Resolved, That this meeting approve of the

Electoral District Convection to be held in this

city on the 4th May, to appoint delegates to the

Democratic National Conveu'ion a: Baltimore,
and that the Chair appoint thirty one delegates to

said Electoral Convention.
The following are the delegates appointed by

the Chair: R. G. Scott, James A. SediSon, Isaac
R. Watkins, John S. Caskie, Wm. W. Ciump,
J< hn H. Cook, Hiram Brass, R. B. Gooeh, L.
W. Glazebrook, Thomas II. Eiiis, John Rutner-
foord, Mark Downty.John Womble, N. M. Mar¬
tin, Dr. W. A. Pattern. R. O. Haskir.s, P.
H. Aylet', Washington Greeuhow, John D.
Cluarles. Bernard O'Neil, S. D. Decoon, T. C.
Burns, Dr. James Do re, B. F. Lowe, Charles F.
Osborne, T. T. Giles Daniel Trueh^art, Wm.
C. Allen, Ambrose Carlton, John M. Daniel and
William Wallace.
On motion of John S. Ca*kie, the Chairman

anl Secretary were added tothe del-gation.
CALEB JONES, Chauman.

Wm. F. Ritchie, Secretary.
'

THE FAIRFIELD RACES
Commenced yesterday, and, notwithstanding .he
inclement weather, there was a -,od attendance.

Result op Kipvr Race.Mitch 53 000-

nand? " »¦ "W) Fi-
Harrison Hartwell's Marlhank .1

rime..1st heat 3.5G; 2.1 heat 4 01
~ "

For the second race, only two out of the seven
en.ries Marie.'. Tne result is a* follows-

WBeng^inf,Ce'S Pr0dUCC 01 his n,are :'od

ISBer-il"Ci,tU'3 pfoUUCe "f L"beli« and
' '

Time 1st hrat, 2 C.'ij; 2J heat, 2 05$.
" 2

FAIUFIELD RACES.Second Day
i "rojprietors purse $200; iwu mi,e heals. The
loliouing is (he resuii;

,

]"ZsJ;tr' "¦h-Be"'
Arthur Taylor', b. h., by Treasurer, 1 years

~ "

lime:.1st heat, 3.5(i; 2d heai, 4 minutes.
3

M«.«. Editors:

restTn'Th/wH ' ;bu'one wJla a deep inte-

suggestion thn uehthl oar .a'UD;r^) «> make a

i« very d»'ir-ble ihaf a uiftMum ol y« ur paper. It

nations, sh, ',':! -" 'honV'a«« '» bo h
.he United Sta-cs^d ^TilT.C:fore suggest, j, r the consideration ot my countiv

iVtorv rChb(°ld 3 POr"C'n 01 »«>« Mexican t/r-
" " X~~' J portion a: present demanded bv
our Uovernnjem, not absolutely and indeleasiblv

ZLrrv',fcf o'Zt;
millions ot indemnity due to our merchants
rrXT fnJ '"r .''' other legal an^equit-
aS ins mMell PSChUn'rylrnaV have or aoj'nr^
o^o heriLr %l .T UDder,he ,aWs nations

ihe Treatv «ha^i k h
years-"^'» the date of

ne 1 reaty.-shall be allowed to Mexico to div

t|*e said claims; and if within thai time she na\s
item, hen the United States shall release every
acre ot Mexican soil which, in right and justice
be.ongs to her Hut if she does not rav tit <aid
claims at or before the expiration oi the tivr
years the said terntory shall belong, indefeasibly
a..d absolutely, to the United States
As to indemnity tor the expenses of the war

livuhf*?10 'hc rules and rcrdations oi
c v,lized warfare, n is right and proper that the

I'/VJe &'a,es sho"i,( demand and receive it ol
Mexico, then we should have it: otherwise we
shou .l make n« such claim. T'nese are term.
» jicu I think Mexico can honorably acep
ttiihout the least humiliation, or without th«i
smallest stain on her national reputation: and as

h C<-)nqUeM 011 lbel>art of th.:
Uni-ed states, what in fair and right is all she
can reasonably demand.

It would be unfortunate in thej extreme it wc
should lose, or the least impair even, our present
h'gb national character tor strict impartial jus-

bv an>' lalse step we inightt ake in this deli.
caie mailer; and I trnst that our country will
make no demand < t Mexico but whit is stricily
just, and so acknowledged t. be by ail impartial
and civilized nations; audi also truM that our
pu. he functionaries in artanging this matter
will pot forget that grand principle of our holy
religion . "Do unto others as we would that they
should do un:o us."

I see there is some prospect of peace. Per¬
haps Mexico is compe led by her p-e>e nt crippled
and distressed condition, to accede to almost any
terms, kiu let u-< show < ur magnanimity. Let
us not absolutely take her territory, and appro¬
priate it in tee to our own use, unborn indemni¬
ty bullet us merely hold it as before stated as
security lor our just and legal claims against
u?r. Such a course 1 ihink would receive the
commendation ot all the world; and a peaL-e con¬
clude on such terms would no doubt be lasiir,E,
and might beget a stronger feeling of attachment'
between the two countries than has perhaps ever
before existed.

It might be one ot the stipulations of sur-h a

treaty, thai, upon its conclusion, Mexico should
at once enter upon negotiations lor the settlement
ot the boundaries of Teias; and ;har, in case oi
disagreement between the two Republics as to

tne boundary, the matter should be submitted to
some impartial an! competent umpire.
These aresome of the views that present them¬

selves to a plain unlearned man; and I am sure

that some such reflections present themselves lo

every lover of strict justice, who has paid the
least attention to this subject, ami is not too murh
tinder the influence of party discipline, f have
been, and stil] am, a supporter of the present ad-
ministration; but it I could foi a moment !«¦-
lieve that this war was waged on Mexico for the
purpose of depriving her of a large portion of
her acknowledged territory, without a fair equi¬
valent, I should at once withdra *. my support; and,
in :hus saving, I n>u<-t believe that I speak the'
sentiments ol my countrymen, generally.

ARISTIDES.
Essex County, Virginia, 1848.

To the Editors of the Enquirer.
Charlottesville, May I, 1848.

Messrs. Edi:ors: The Democratic Electoral
District convened in Charlottesville this day at
12 o'clock, Dr. L. W. Ligon was called 10 the
Chair and. Messrs. James Alexander and Geotge
W.Randolph were appointed Secretaries.
Upwards of 10 delegates wete in attendance..

The Convention sent one delegate to the National
Convention tor every 100 votes cast in the District
in the last Presidential Convention.28 in all.
These 28, should ihev be pre-cnt, will only cast

one vote. The delegation is as follows:
Albemarle .Coi. Th< s. J Randolph, Andrew

Stevenson, Sheltt n F.Leake, Richard Poliatd,
Tucker Coies, William M. Wade and B. F.
Randolph.
Madis in..R. C Booton, R. A Banks, S. W.

Thrift, John Weaver and Tho* J. Humphreys.
Lovisa.. VV. M. Ambler, W. (). Harris,A F.

But'er, J. K. Pendleton and Hugh (Joodwin,Jr.
Nelson..F. L. Whitehead, Walker Coleman

and L. W. Ligon.
Greene..Capt. Thos. Davis, Capt. J. Bease-

IcyandJ.B While.
Or a no»: .Garrett Scott, Joseph Hiden and

Edwin Gibson.
Fluvanna .N. B. Gay and R< bt. Richardson.
Alter the business of the Convention was

through, a call wa-> made upon Mr. Leake, the
Elector ot the Du'rict. Lr ajsptech, to which he
responded in a very el- quent and forcible man¬

ner, very much to the gratification ol the mem¬

bers of the Convention.
All the members of tne Convention were in the

best possible spin s.good feeling and harmony
prevaiiingthroughout. A Deleoate.

BERKELEY COUNTY'.
Tlic following is an extract from a letter to

the Editors of the Enquirer, dated
Gkrhamwtows, April 1*48.

The spirit of the Democracy, in this region,
seem^ to be buoyant, ardent and determined,
and altogether in the "tine«t frame" for the ge¬
neral ac ion which is to "come off" in Noveoi.
ber next.

There is, al the time of this present writing,
a very pretty little affair, s mewhat in the style
of t^c pleasant drama of -'the Kilkenny Cats,"
in progress of exhibition on the Whig "boards"
of this county. Some of the Whig "fur" is

likely to be very "de«pitefully used," and, m"t-
hcureusement. by the naugh'y claws of Whig
grimalkins. The issue, "nous ecrrons "

DEATHS.
James M. Daniel, Jr., d.ed at hi< residence at

Amherst Court-house on the^31 inst . in the 50th

year ot his age. alter a month's cor.tinement by
sickness. The voice o! praise cannot now reach

his ears, but :rieniMii;> claims the right ot saying,
that he waa a nu»t excellent and worthy man..

lr. all the relations oi Me he sus:ained sn irre¬

proachable character, and discharged with fideli.

ty, al! the obligations of a goui citizen. He was

jus1, and h<' *>f s generous.sincere in his attach¬

ment, andard.nt in his feelings Without noise
he sought tu d good, and derived h ippiness Irom
bavir.g it in his power to impart bappioes* to

others. He has le.'t behind him a m-ich attach¬
ed and affectionate wife, sorrowing relation*,
and many friends to leel and mourn his loss

Departed this iile. at Buena Vista, on the 24 h
ol February, al'er a briet iliness of congestion of
the brain, Mr. John* L. Mans s, son ol Mr, N, J.

Manson, of Bedford county, Va., and a member
of Capt. James F. Preston's company ol volun-
teers.
That one "in his glorious youthful prime" and

in 'b? lull career f u^etulness should be sudden¬
ly cut down by the hand of Death, how melan¬

choly the thought, how eloquent of the vancy
ana ur.certaictv o! human life! But how much

poignancy is added to g'ief, by the refljcii->n that
the subject ct this notice, in addition to the charm
of you-h. wa« eminently worthy ol all confi.
dence and esteem, and'hat his mortal career wan

cloted and his last sigh breathed out in a hostile
and stranger land, lar from that country and
home where centred all his dearest hopes and
test affections,


